
CONCERTED EFFORT

Believed That Conferences,
Now Under Way, Will Rec¬

oncile Disagreements.
With tbe conference between Sen¬

ate and House managers on the rail¬
road bills started this morning. and
with representatives of organized la¬
bor in fourteen trades and crafts
engaged in railroad employment hire
for a conference with Samuel Gom-
pers and other officials of the Ameri-
can Federation of I-al»or this after- 1

noon, sincere efforts have begun for
agreement upon a definite railroad
law.

It Is the earnest hope of those
engaged in the conferences that a

way enn be found to reconcile all dis¬
agreements.especially upon the labor
provisions, which are a big point in
controversy.so that when the rail¬
roads are turned bark to private own¬

ership on March 1, by direction of j
President Wilson, there will be no j
excuse for industrial disturbance.

Anti-Strike Clanse Opposed.
When the House and Senate con-

ferees met this morning it was e\i-i
dent that a determined stand wi 1
be taken by the managers on the part
of the House to hold out of the n( tv

law any such ant -strike clause as
¦was inserted in the Senate bill after
having: been omitted by the House. I
Kvery assurnnce was given that lie-
fore e'thi r croup of conferees would
yield this question would be referred i
back to their respective bouses for
instruction. It was the opinion of
the majority of the conferees that
the labor provisions would not be

.'debated until all other differences be¬
tween the two bills.the Ksch bill
rassed by the House and the Cum¬
mins bill substituted by the Senate.
had been tbrashed out.
Both groups of conferees, however,

felt certain that after so much time
and careful study of earnest men in
Congress had been spent upon draft¬
ing this lesr'slatlon It will not
fall now ard that a compromise Mn
he reached and sent to the President
for his s'gnature before the date set
for restoring the railroads to private
ownership and operation, on March 1.
Labor 1 cadem to Make Statement.
The labor leaders gathered here for

Conference with the executives of the
American Federation of Labor said
before the conference that they be¬
lieve that some time tonight a state¬
ment will be authorized by this labor
conference setting forth the code of
principles that the two and a half
million railroad employes represented
believe should be in mind when the
final draft of the railroad legislation
Is made. The railroad employes have
¦worked until the last minute to try to
have the period of fe^sral control and
operation extended for another two
years. The opposition of the railroad
workers now is centered against the
anti-strike clause in the Cummins bill,
which they are hopeful that the
House will persist in refusing to ac¬

cept.
Postpone Wage Discussion.

Representatives of the railroad
unions affiliated with the American
Federation of Labor, who had planned
to confer with Director General Hines
today, relative to wage increases, de¬
cided at the last moment not to see
the director general today. No reason
for the postponement was given nor
did the union officials Indicate when
they would ask for a conference.

WIDE ROUND-UP
OF LIQUOR FAKERS

NOW IMPENDING
(Continued from First Page.)

drinking of wood alcohol have oc¬
curred here. Two other persons were
Sent to hospitals

Man Hunt "Ht Chleope*. ."

CHICOPEE. Mass.. December 29..
Search was continued in this vicinity
today for persons connected with the
traffic In poisonous liquor which has
resulted In the last few days In at
least seventy-one deaths and many
rases of serious Illness in Massachu¬
setts and Connecticut places. The
death toll at an ear'.y hour today was
divided as follows: Chicopee, 37, in¬
cluding 2 women: Holyoke; 10; Spring¬
field, 4, Including 1 woman: Hadley.
3; Greenfield, 1; Hartford. Conn., 13;
Thompsonville, Conn., 2; Meriden.
Conn.. 1.
Fourteen arrests of those alleged to

have handled the liquor, which was
found to contain a wood alcohol base,
had been made, and others were ex¬
pected.

Conference at Chicago.
CHICAGO, December 29..The use of

beverages composed partly of wood
alcohol, which has killed ten persons
in Chicago since Christinas, was the
subject of a <inference today between
Maclay Hoyne, state's attorney, and
Coroner Hoffman. Mr. Hoyne Baid
charges of manslaughter would be
pressed against all persons where evi¬
dence shows they sold wood alcohol to
drink.
"More than that," he said, "they also

will be prosecuted under the Illinois
search and sciiure law. This whole¬
sale poisoning by bogus liquor must
stop."
Charles Simski, West Side saloon¬

keeper. who died last night, was the
latest victim of the concoction, which
the police sa> was manufactured in
his house, and which also killed his
wlf§ and a guest. More thaii 100 bot¬
tles labeled "wood aicoh.oi" v. ere found
in the basement of the saloon.

Reports From Other Cities.
NEWARK. N. J.. December 28..

Three more deaths from wood alcohol
poisoning, making a total of nine here j
in the last three weeks, were reported
to the police tonight.
JERSEY CITY, N. J.. December 29.

¦.One man is dead and two women
are in a critical condition' in the Ja¬
maica Hospital as a result of drinking
wood alcohol concoction. The women
were found, unconscious, in a room.

EASTON', Pa., December 28..
"Whisky" containing wood alcohol
claimed another victim here tonight
.when a local shoe merchant died. The
jjollce arrested a former policeman
and his wife in connection with the
< ase. .He was the fourth Eastonian
to die from this cause.

CLEVELAND. Ohio. December 28..
The first death here from alcohol
poisoning since Christmas, when sev¬
eral cases were admitted to hospi¬
tals. occurred yesterday. Fifteen
deaths have occurred suice Novem¬
ber 1.
ELIZABETH. N. J , December 29 .

One death from wood alcohol was re¬
ported here today.
ASHEV1LLE. N. C. December 29..

Three prisoners are In the city jail,
!*.ll in a helpless condition, informing
the officers that they believed they
were poisoned by a drink containing
wood alcohol.

PLAN TO ADVOCATE U. S.
WOOD ALCOHOL CONTROL
CINCINNATI, December 29..The

Federated American Societies of Ex¬
perimental Biology, which began a
Three-day session here today, planned
lo recommend that the sale of wood
alcohol he controlled by the govern¬
ment. Dr. Clyde Brooks of the Oh it)
Htate University said that to make
and sell as a beverage a drink con¬
taining wood alcohol was nothing
6hort .of murder.

Big Haul of Bich Metal.
PERTH AM ROY, N. J., December 29.

.Burglars forced a safe in the office
nt the Roessler and Hasslacher Chemi¬
cal Company here last night and es¬

caped with platinum and gold valued
Sii.uuu, it was reported today.

Movie Patrons and Volun¬
teers Add to Subscription
for Detective's Family.

Contribution* to the Arm<ln>n(
Keifof Fund:
Previously jn«l;nowl«>ditd *1 ,ai>7.(M)

C'o-ti feib u tionn received todays
\. n v.. I.OO
I.. Tniurr ,
Mnt Cithrn
Julius I. Pr;<«r
Mr*. Kidnry Alexander .

Criterion I'hrnfrr 32
Empress Theater 17.14
I'lazu Thrnier 17.40
r,"k MM)
Wi*- Nnthnn Nimnrl Iti.fHt
Will nm iiml Henry llrrrn*. , .IO.M)
Elmer If. Cntlin <0
II. t.oldherg s.tIO
II. M. Schneider 4.0:1

.1.1111
JO.f.O
5.tK»

Today"* total JtlKf.in

'¦n>nd totnl 9l.Uil.IU
The fund b-ing collected for the hem-tit

of the widow and children of I>etertive
James K. Artnstroog. killed in perform¬
ance of his duty mure thrin a Week ago
by a robber, today neared the- $1,500
mark. Swelled by subscriptions by
patrons of motion picture theaters and
by voluntary n!r:hutions to The Stir
and to the police department. the fund
at a late hour- today totaled $1,491.in and
was expected to pass the $1,504 mark In¬
flight.
Steve Armstrong, who is not a rela-

tive of the deceased officer, addressed
audiences in three-minute talks last
r ght at the Criterie:n. Empress and
Plaza theat r.-;, and as a result Marcu.-.
Notes, proprietor of these motion pic¬
ture houses, turned in to The Star todav
the s'jm of Contributions will bi
accepted and credited t > the fund, ad¬
dressed either to The Evening Star or
to the police department.

Representative bankers from all over
the country have been invited to a
conference by the Federal Reserve
Board to meet in Washington Janu¬
ary 6 to discuss the existing rela¬
tion between federal reserve bank
discount rates and Interest rates on
deposit.
The conference is the first step of

the Federal Reserve Board to iron
out the "existing entangling alliance"
between federal reserve bank dis¬
count rates and interest rates on de¬
posits which resulted from war
financing. Gov. Harding said. Mem¬
bers of the reserve board feel that
any change in the present arrange¬
ment. established in the war period,
will have to be made with due con¬
sideration for its effect on the gen¬
eral banking situation.

CItm Conference Plan.
Plans for the conference were given

in a letter to the chairman of the
federal reserve bank from Gov. Hard¬
ing.
"Early in 191 J*." said the letter,

"there was a disposition on the part
of large banks all over the country to
indulge in sharp competition for bank
balances and to offer Inducements in
the way of Increased rates of interest.
"Some of the banks In New York

were bidding as high as 3 per cent
for balances of other banks pavable
on demand, and the rates offered for
time deposits were higher. This led
to reprisals on the part of interior
banks, and the bidding for business by
marking up interest rates on deposits
threatened to interfere seriously with
the financial operations of the govern-
ment.

"Finally the clearing house banks
of New York agreed to fix a rate or
2H P«r cent on bank balances payable
on demand, with the proviso that the
interest rate would be automatically
advanced or reduced ^4 of 1 per cent
with each advance or decline of % of 1
per cent In the ninety-day rate at the
Federal Reserve Bank of New York.
This rate Is now 4% per cent, and
should ft be advanced at any time to
5 per cent, the rate of interest paid by
New York banks for out-of-town bank
balances would automatically advance
to 2^i per cent.
Board Alma at Control of Credit. <

"The board wishes to be free to ap¬
prove such discount rates as It may
deem necessary to bring about a

prpper control of credit. But it is
anxious at the same time to avoid a
disturbance of the whole banking
situation such as would most likely
result from an advance in the Interest
rates allowed 011 out-of-town balances
by ths ew York bank.
"The board was decided, therefore

to invite representative bankers from
all purts of the country to meet In
Washington January 6 for the pur¬
pose of discuming this matter In the
hope that some way will be found of
abrogating the existing entangling
alliance between federal reserve bank
discount rates and interest rates on
deposits without endangering exist¬
ing banking relationships."

U. S. CLERKS' PAY
RAISED 72 CENTS

FROM 1823 TO 1916
(Continued from First Page.j

000; that the Interstate Commerce
Commission had twelve attorneys, re¬
ceiving from #3.000 to $5,000. go to
outside positions ranging from $1 000
to $15,000 a year.
Outside positions for similar legal

work to that done.in the departments
pay ruuch higher salaries, it was de¬
clared in the brief. As an instance,
the salary of the chief counsel jot the
Interstate Commerce Commission was
cited at $10,000, while the salary of
a chief counsel of a large eastern
railroad, it was declared, is $35,000.

82.2 PER CENT ADVANCE
IN LIVIFJG COSTS NOTED

BOSTON. December 29..An increase
of 82.2 per cent In the cost of living
for American wage earners between
July. 1914, and November. 1919, is
shown in a statement issued by the
national industrial conference board
yesterday, based upon its most recent
investigations.

This represents an advance of 10.4.
per cent srtiee November. 1918; 13 5
per tent since March. 1919. when
prices dropped temporarily, and 5.8
per cent since last July.
The increase in the cost of the fiv»

major items in the family budget
since July. 1914, was: Food. 92 per

8,leltcr> 3S per cent; clothing
l^a per cent; fuel, heat and light 48
per cent, and sundries, 75 per cent.

ACCUSED OF EFFORT TO KILL
E. A. White Charged With Admin¬
istering Carbolic Acid to Infant.
Richard Albert White. colored,

messenger in the Treasury Depart¬
ment, was arrested at his home, 2128
K street, yesterday afternoon bv De¬
tectives Baur. Sweeney and Hart-
man and locked up to answer a
charge of assault with Intent to kill.
It Is charged that ho administered
carbolic acid to his Infant child
The child, eight weeks old, was

taken to Emergency Hospital, given
first aid and transferred to Children's
Hospital. White, according to the de¬
tectives, told where he purchased the

"aid he administered It to
the child because he did not want th«
little one. The child may recover*

OILED IS TRIAL

Attorney Sacks to Establish
Coercion Was Practiced

to Gain Confession.
The trii! nt ZiaTiR- Sunt* Wan, the

younsr Chinese student rhirgrd with
murder in the firsr degree in fonnfc-
tion wifh th»* killing; of Jim Sen Wu.
an undersecretary at the Chinese ed¬
ucational mission, last January, was
resumed today in Criminal Division 1,
before Justice Gould anil a jury. Wil¬
li. u-i II. TJradshaw, the juror whose
illn« s.s necessitated the halting* of the
trial f<»r a week, was in his place In
the jury box. '

Clifford IGrant, chief of detectives,
was subjected to a searching cross-
examination by Attorney O'Shea for
the <1 so. The lawyer sought to
make the detective admit that coer-
<*io:. had been used by the police to
sec.ire an admission of guilt from the
accused. Inspector Grant flatly de¬
nied that the prisoner was treated in
anything but a kindiy manner.

..Did Sot 1-Ie to Him.**
Asked if he had not told Wan that his

brother. Van, was in New York when
the prisoner asked to ace his brother,
Mr. Grant responded, "No; 1 did not
lie to liim at all."

it She : sought to elicit from the
witness that a reward had been of¬
fered for the perpetrator of the triple
mu er at tli mission house. On ob-
joe ion by United States Attorney
Laskey¦, the court ruled that the wit¬
ness need not answer. Pressing; the
matter Mr. O'Shea asked if any re-
ward had been paid to Burlingame or

any other witness in the ea~e. The
court also ruled out this inquiry.
"Was any reward paid to Kang Li?"

asked Mr. O'Shea.
"Not to my personal knowledge,"

said the witness, hesitatingly.
"If you don't know, say so," sug¬

gested Justice Gould.
"I don't know," declared Inspector

Grant.
Counsel for the defense had the wit¬

ness admit that Wan and fits brother
were kept apart until In the judg¬
ment of the police they were allowed
to see each other. The chief of de¬
tectives said they had their "own rea¬
son" for doing so. The lawyer sought
to have the witness give this reason,
but Justice Gould interrupted.

Say* Police Within Riglit*.
The court explained that the police

were under no obligation to put the
brothers together. They could use all
reasonable methods, the court said, to
get the facts in a criminal investiga¬
tion- If the police went beyond the
proprieties, the court stated, the jury
would he told that a confession so ob¬
tained would not be "voluntary." The
limits to which the police may go, the
court stated, depends on the circum¬
stances of each case.

Inspector Grant said Wan got angry
on one occasion only. lie said lie
had been inquiring as to the cashing
of the check when Wan declared:
"You get the man who went to the
bank and you will get the murderer."
Witn ss said he then told Wan that
his brother had admitted the attempt
to cash tlie cheek. The accused then
flew into a rage and declared he
would talk no more.
Mr. Grant said Wan had .declined

to tro to a hospital and he was un¬
willing to subject him to the humil¬
iation of being .placed In a cell.
For this reason the Dcwtey Hotel wag
selected.

WEDS PRINCE'S SON.

Kiss Frances Lawrance Marries
Andre Poniatowski in Paris.

PARIS. December 28..M!ss Frances
Uwrnni*. daughter of Mrs. Francis
C. Lawrance of Now York, was mar¬
ried yesterday to Andre Ponlatowskl,
a eon of Prince Andre Ponlntowskl. j
An elder brother of the bridegroom,
Prince StanlslauB Poniatowski. a
staff officer In tho Polish army. and
Marquis de Br'it'K acted ns his wit-
nesit-a. Ambassador Wallace, who
ms detained ;it n meeting of the su¬

preme council, wps represented at the
cremony by Joseph C. Grew, coun¬
selor of the American embassy.

T'-e mother of th" bride, before her
marriage. was Miss Suftan 'Willing',
"dnuchtr-r of the late Mr. and Mrs.
Kdward S. Willing of T'hll:<delt>hla
and sister of Baroness nibblesdale.
who before her marriage to the baron
last Jnne was Mrs. John Astor, once
the wife of the late Col. John Jacob |
Astor.
Andre Poniatowskl's parents. Prince

and Princess Andre Poniatowski.
are well known in New York and San !
Francisco. Princess Poniatowski was
Miss Elizabeth Sperry of San Fran¬
cisco. Andre, who was horn In San
Francisco, served with his father and
two brothers in the French nrniy
during the war. Since the armistice
he has ben in the Polish army. The
ancestors of the Ponlatowskis were [
kings of Poland.

Allenby Sees Egypt Improved.
IjONDON. December 29..Field Mar¬

shal Viscount Allenby, British high
fyimmisMoner in Egypt, is quoted by
the Cairo correspondent of t>ie Daily
Mail as saying in an Interview on
December 2.1 that conditions in Egypt
generally « -re improving.

Influenza-Typhus Deaths in Madrid
MADRID. Surday, December 28..,

Fatuliti'-s from influenza and typhus
have reached a high figure. There
w>re many funerals today and yester¬
day.

PAY RECLASSIFIERS
MAY REPORT MARCH 1
The report from the joint congres¬

sional commission to investigate of
salaries of postal employes probably
will b( made to both houses of Con¬
gress by March 1, and early action in
both branches urged. That is the date
set by the commission for making
public its recommendations regard¬
ing general increases for grades of
service to all the 273,000 employes in
the postal service.
The commission is to leave "Wash¬

ington the latter part of this week for
another inspection trip, on which
hearings will be held in Atlanta, New
Orleans, Memphis. Kansas City and St.
Louis. Those who are to make the
trip include Senators Hank head
chairman). «Jay of Louisiana, Mr-
Keilar of Tennessee, Sterling of North
Dakota, Moses of New Hampshire and
Representatives Steencrson of Minne¬
sota. Moon of Tennessee, Kaus of
Kentucky, Hell of Georgia and Mad¬
den of Illinois.

Replies to questionnaires have been
received from more than 175.000 em¬

ployes of the Post Office Department,
and these are to be summarized and
tabulated by Malcolm Kvrltn, who
has just resigned as assistant post¬
master to take up this work under the
United States bureau of efficiency.

NEXT COUNCIL MEETING
TO BE HELD IN LONDON
PA HIS. December 2$.The next con¬

ference of the council of four or five
will bo held in London, where Premier
Lloyd George Is detained by Irish
affairs, according to the Intransig-
Cil I] t.
The date for the exchange of rati¬

fications, on which the call for the
meeting of the league's council de¬
pends, is still uncertain, nothing hav¬
ing hern heard from the Germans in
response to the latest allied note.
The expectation in official circles is
that some word ftom Berlin regard¬
ing the subject will be at hand by
tomorrow unless interrupted tele¬
graphic transmission causes further
delay. |
According to the terms of the peace

treaty Germany was to furnish by
December 31 a statement regarding
a number of different questions dealt
with by the treaty, as the exchange
of ratifications is not yet definitely in
sight, however, the council today con-
sidered the possibility of extending
the time for this statement.
The conditions under which Ger-

many is to turn over the light
cruisers demanded as part of the re-

paration for the destruction of the
Scapa Flow fleet also were discussed
by thu council.

It wfis decided to send congratula¬
tions to Gen. Mouse!, heading the
mission to the Baltic, on the manner
In which its task In eonection with
the evacuation of the Baltic provinces
by the German troops had been car-
ried out.

MEXICAN REBELS PLAN
DE FACTO GOVERNMENT

\

Villa Said to Be Agreed Upon as

Lender of Unified Military Com¬

mands in East and South.
EL PASO, Tex., December 29..Mex¬

ican revolutionists are working on a
plan for unity of military command:!
and niros. with the first step the set-
ting up a de facto government, ac¬
cording to reports here today.
Followers of Francisco Villa said

he had been agreed upon as the mil¬
itary leader by revolutionists on the
east coast of Mexico and by southern
rebels.
The revolutionists, it was said, plan

their first military movement on the
east coast, and their chief aim at
present Is to obtain control of" the
Mexican oil districts, where they
would set up their de faicto govern¬
ment. Gen. Manuel Palaez, who has
control of the district outside what
Carranza holds, has not yet agrerii
to the proposal of the other revo¬
lutionists, hut is said to have ex¬
pressed a willingness to consider it.
The plan further calls for the selz

ure of the east coast of Mexico by
the revolutionists as rapidly as pos¬
sible.

842 SOLDIERS LEAVE
SIBERIA FOR AMERICA

VLADIVOSTOK, Thursday, Decem¬
ber 11.The United States Army
transport I.ogart departed today for
the I'niti'd Stati s. The vessel carries
f>42 soldiers, which leaves in Siberia
fifty-three drafted men, or men who
enlisted for the period of emergency.
The Logan is salilng direct for San

Francisco and It Is expected that
she will arrive there about January 1.
The remaining drafted men, thirty

of whom are on the way to Vladivos¬
tok from posts in the railway zone
and the others v\ ho are in hospitals,
will leave Siberia on the transport
Sheridan, Bailing the middle of Janu¬
ary.

C. H. SYME FORMALLY
RESIGNS AS D. C. COUNSEL
ronrad H. Syme has sent his formal

resignation as corporation counsel of
the District to the Commissioners, and
it probably wil! come up for action
at the meeting of the city heads to¬
morrow.

It is practically certain that the
Commissioners will accept the resig¬
nation. Mr. Syme desires to resume
private practice

Francis If. Stephens, an assistant
corporation counsel for a number of
years, is being mentioned as the most
likely successor to Mr. Syme.

LORD GREY TO GO
FEELING U.S.ML
STANDBY MS

British Envoy, Despite Some
Disappointment, Is Not in

Complaining Spirit.
IIV DAVID I.AffHFACE.

Viscount Edward Grey.the man
who. ns foreign secretary of Great
Britain, led the allien In the critical
moments of July, 1914.returns this
week to Europe to tell the people over
there exactly what he believes to he
at issu^ in the treaty controversy in
the XJi id States.
The ambassador leaves in no com¬

plaining spirit and in no captious or im¬
patient mood. He is neither slighted
by his inability to have an audience
with President "Wilson nor is ne im¬
pressed with the charge that party
politics alone lie at the bottom of
America's hesitation to ratify trie
peace treaty.

Mission In Unfilled.
It is true in one sense that the mis¬

sion of ljord Grey has been a failure,
bui in quite another sense it is about
the most important mission that cou.u
have been contemplated for
critical moment In the relations of the
United States and Europe. It will be
remembered that Eord Grey was sent
to the 1'nited States to discuss with
President Wilson certain questions
arising out of the ratification of the
peace treaty.

,When he not here Mr. Wilson snf-
fereil a nervous collapse and rot
even the Secretary vt State was per-
Imitted to see him. and, furthermore,
so far as America is concerned, there
have been nn "questions arising¦out
ot the ratification of the peace treaty,
for the obvious reason that the treaty,
which Europe expected.to_ see rati¬
fied by October, with the first meti¬ling of the league of tia. ons in ses¬sion by then, still remains unacted
upon by the Senate of the United

i^There remained two thinKswhieh
I<ord Grey could do-wait here till
the Senate acted, which rnlght pro
long h'S visit in America bejond the
time which he had agreed on account
of his failing health to remainJnthe United States, or else go bacK
horn- and serve the European peop e

best by telling them exactly what is

Involved in the treaty contro\ersy

'VatuJany?^ Grey chose tVn,
latter In' such a situation as the
present nothing but tirst-hand con-

slderation and personal contact cou <1

enlighten a
tv strugglecauses of America s tre.it> struggle.

'*he British envoy has had^ an «I'por
tunitv to moet Senator Eodg". the

republican leader. Mdt.0'hrhv|P>ponentH of the treaty.
rea-chance to discuss with them the^ rea

sons for their desire for reservations,
as veil ns their reasons for wanting"

see America Keep out of Europe
altocether. He h&R been able to size

up the situation and take back a com-
nrehensive report. He will be listenedFo in Europe because of his remarks.-
hie prestige in European d'plomao,
both inside and outside of Britain,
and because of the fact that he has
dealt at first hand with the principles
in the American treaty tight.
Whnt He lilkely Will Tell Europe.
Ix>rd Grey hardly will tell the Euro-

pean peoples that the same nation
which showed her unselllshnesfl In the
great war noy would be guilty of
selfishness In seeking to d,^orifherself entirely from the prostrated
European countries and thus seek to
impose added burdens on the peoples
who bore the brunt of the war for
human freedom. Ixird Grey hardl>
will confirm the charges of so many
people in this country that Senator
Lodge has been seeking parti:sian iid-
vantage alone in his keen battle with
the President. :

But unquestionably he will tell
Europe about the unique character of
the American form of government,
which makes the legislative branch
'of the government independent of the
executive so that the country might
have one party In Congress and an-
other party in the White House. And
"he will be able to trace for the benefit
of European peoples who are ac¬
customed to the parliamentary form
of government and an executive re-

sponsible to the legislature the grow-
intf tendency on the part of the ex-

ecutlye from the days of Roosevelt
on to procced Independently of t.ie
other branches of the government.

Will ne Able to r.lTe Benson*.
He will be ible to describe the rea¬

son for America's hesitation to enter
into a binding contract for participa¬
tion in European affairs without
knowing first exactly what the com-

mitments are goina to be.
up. the European observers, including
the ambassadors and writers who
have been making a study of the
American treaty controversy, see it
possible to boil all the reservations,
down to a single resolution, namely
that in the operation of so important
an instrument as the covenant of the
league of nations the President of
the United States shall not have the
power to commit the United States to
anv obligation.moral, political, phys¬
ical. legal or material.unless the
consent of Congress is first given.
Su<'h an assurance is not necessary

in Europe, for the moment the pre-
mier or prime minister adopts a policy
that is not to the liking of the parlia¬
ment or national legislature he can be
[ousted by a simple vote of lack of
confidence, and if he doubts the valid¬
ity of that vote he can appeal to the
people in a general election, wherein
the verdict can be affirmed or reversed
and a tnihistry continued or turned
out of power.
Some day America may modernize

her Constitution to provide for a bet-

THEFTS OF $25,000,000
IN NEW YORK THIS YEAR
NEW YORK, December 29..Crim¬

inals In ten thousand separate thefts
robbed the people of New York of
cash and (roods amounting approxi-
mately to $2:5,000.000 during 1919. ac-
cording to the New York Tribune to¬
day. The estimate was given by
officials of thirty-two burglary in¬
surance firms in the city, who say
the year Just ending has been tho
most disastrous in their history.
Robberies ircreased by more than
30 per cent over last year, and the
value of the goods stolen almost
doubled.
The principal losses were: Silk in¬

dustry. $2,000,000: furriers. $1,500,-
000; trucking firms. $1,500,000; Jew¬
elers, $1,000,000. The total of lib¬
erty bonds and other securities ap¬
propriated by youthful bank mes¬
sengers exceeded $1,000,000.

ter chock on the executive, and like¬
wise for a better opportunity to turn
out of office a Senate or House that
sets itself up to defy the wishes of
public opinion. Rut for the present
Europe must d. al with the practical
situation, and undoubtedly the most
impor'ant result of Lord Grey's mis¬
sion will be to bring about better re¬
lations not only between the I'nlted
States and Great Rritain. but between
this country and Europe, bv lining
consideration for ibe special Situation
1,1 which America finds herself.
..re ts the pleasantest and most
cordial feeling between Viscount Grey
and President Wilson, even though
the latter has not found it possible to
££®eive the distinguished visitor.
When Lord Grey arrived and found
Mr. Wilson had broken down in
health he promptly sent a letter to
the White House advising the Presi¬
dent not to trouble himself about re¬
ceiving the credentials of the British
ambassador. Indeed, when he found
thn t he could s^e the Secretary of
State and conduct his business there
without regard to the technical handi¬
cap of not being officially received
the whole question was dismissed
from Ix»rd Grey's mind.

President Is Disappointed.
It is, on the other hand, well known

that the President would have liked
to renew his acquaintance with Lord
Grey, but to do so meant a possible
slight to the five or sir other am¬
bassadors and ministers from other
countries, who might feel offended
unless Mr. Wilson saw them. too. rid
his physicians will not yet permit him
to go through the ceremonious ordeal
of receiving foreign diplomats. So
Lord Grey fully understands the
situation and carries away with him
only the highest feeling of admira¬
tion and respect for the President.
His mission has been unfulfilled in

one senso only.he has not discussed
questions sure to arise out of the
operation of the peace treaty. But
her has obtained a close-up view of
American politics and the American
attitude, and he goes away confident
that the Unltedl States will ultimately
be found at the side of her allies'
helping In the Immense Job of trying
to reconstruct a war-torn world.

(Copyright. 1919.)

TIEElMISED
OFWILLFULMURDER
Various Other Offenses Al¬

leged in Indictments Re¬
turned by Grand Jury.

Murder in the first degree is charged
in three indictments returned today
by the grand jury. Another indict¬
ment alleges manslaughter, and thir¬
ty-four others charge various crimes.
Josephine Berry, colored, is said to

have shot and killed Ada King, also
colored, in Spri.ngmann's court, in
Southwest Washington. October 29
last. William Taylor, colored, is
charged with the willful murder of
tils former employer, William McK.
Bentzel. a white man, who was struck
over the head with an iron bar in
the rear of 133fi B street southeast.
Thomas Clark, colored, is indicted for
the killing of Joseph Culbreath, also
colored, in a craps came November
15 last at 723 Longfellow street.

Arrnwd of MumlitnRlitrr.
Manslaughter is the charge pre¬

ferred against James P. Carlton, an
inmate of the Government Hospital for
the Insane, in connection with the
death October 27 last of Gordon Berrv,
an attendant at the hospital.

Louis W. Fiedler, a corporal of ma¬
rines, employed as a clerk in the pay
department of the Marine Corps, was
indicted for forgery. It is claimed
that in opening the mail he came into
possession of eleven pay checks be¬
longing to officers whose names he
was said to have forged as indorse¬
ments on the checks, which were
cashed.

Other Indictment* Returned.
Others indicted and the charges

against them arc; Elbert Saunders
and William Manson. carnal knowl¬
edge; Bus Busey, Milton Winslow,
Thomas E C. Henry. Charles Johnson,
and Paul Frazicr, housebrealun* and
larceny* Annabelle Cook, James P
Wayland, William Ross, George
Minor, Florence Lucas, Raymond
Rollins, Monroe Robinson, and
Thomas Smith, grand larceny; Frank
K. Hart. receiving stolen Prop¬
erty; Forrest Dyer, robbery; Charles
Thomas, attempted robbery; Lillian
Bowie and Rayton Brady Jackson,
forgery; Joseph Edward Johnson,
Arthur Walker and Aaron A. E. John¬
son, assault with dangerous weapon;
Annie Ilinzman, arson; Charles R.
Warren, joy riding; Madge Allen,
larceny after trust; Wendell L.Graham
and Frank C. Zeller. non-support;
Raymond Ball and John Walsh, house¬
breaking and larceny; James E.
Edwards and Chin Foy, violating
anti-narcotic law.

rPMPDAi DERSHING S VISIT TO HIS HOME TOWN
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IAPPEAL10 TAFT
10OISKTUTY
A petition requesting former Presi-

dent Taft to come to Washington to
aldress a meeting about January 7 at
Liberty Hut in the interests of a final
settlement of the peace treaty Con¬

troversy was being circulated among
a number of the senators at the Capi-
to! today. Some of them signed it,
including mild reservationists. so-

called, on the republican side. The
purpose of the advocates of the plan
in to bring about a non-partisan meet-
ing of men who desire to see the

j treaty ratified, both democrats and re¬
publicans.
The senators who are pressing for

(action on the peace treaty continued
today to insist that something would
be forthcoming in the matter of a

compromise by the close of the holl-
days. Senator McCumber of North
Dakota, who has been one of the
strongest supporters of ratification
of the peace treaty on the republican
sde. is expected to reach Washing¬
ton tomorrow, cutting short his holi-
days. Several other members of mild
reservation group have remained in
Washington throughout the recess
and they are going ahead with their
pans. They hope, as they have hoped
ail along, that they will be able to
bring about ratification of the treaty
undir the leadership of Senator
Lodg"e, the republican leader. But
tliey are insistent that they will get
action, even if they have to make a

compromise agreement with the dem¬
ocrats themselves.
Senator Lenroot of Wisconsin, who

h:is been the spokesman frequently
for the mild reservationists. especial¬
ly when discussing the matter with
the republican leader, had a confer¬
ence with Senator Lodge at his resi¬
dence yesterday. Following the con¬
ference Mr. Lenroot admitted that the
treaty had been discussed, but was
reticent in regard to what had been
said.

In some quarters it was suggested
today that nothing would be done in
tlie matter of a compromise on the
poace treaty until the democrats in
the Senate select a leader on January
IP, as now planned. At that time the
contest between Senator 1'nderwood
of Alabama and Senator Hitchcock of
Nebraska will be settled, it Is ex-

pocted. Once this matter is settled,
it is believed that it will ho easier to
bring about effective conferences on

the treaty.

W1M0K
SECOND TRIAL ON

MANASSAS, Va. December 29 (Spe¬
cial)..'X'nlawful murder" will be the
goal of testimony of the prosecution
in the second trial of W. C. Hall,
prohibition inspector, charged with
the killing of Lawrence D. Hudson,
last March. The trial opened here
this morning before Judge Samuel G.
Brent.
Judge F. S. Tavenner, counsel for

the prosecution. In his opening state¬
ment to the Jury declared that the
prosecution would attempt to prove
that Hall had "wrongfully and un¬

lawfully" killed Hudson, who was sit¬
ting helpless In the automobile sus¬

pected of bootlegging "without lift¬
ing a hand to do anybody harm."

Likely to Plrad "Self-defense."
Self-defense will be Hall's plea. At¬

torney Louis O. Wendenberg, chief
counsel for the defense, indicated in
his opening statement. The defense
will seek to establish the fact that
Hudson had pulled Hall into the au¬
tomobile and hit him over the head
with a half-filled bottle of whisky.
The trial got under way speedily.

The jury, representing farmers for the
most part, was imi>aneled at 10:51. less
thnn an hour after the trial opened.
The jurors are: GeorrSe L. Itosen-
berger. R. M. Jenkins, W. R. Hoskin.
J. W. Arnold, J, F. Huffman. George
D. Baker. A. T. Abel, Raymond Curtis,
George M. Davis. J. J. Newton, W. W.
Loming and W. F. Oarrick.
The shooting of Hudson took place

outside of Winchester, Va., near the
Tumbling Run bridge. In the car with
Hudson was Raymond Shackleford. al¬
leged to have been transporting liquor
from Baltimore to Petersburg. Shackle-
ford was killed at the driver's seat
that night. Hudson was fatally
wounded and rushed to the Winchester
Hospital in the automobile of the pro¬
hibition officers.

Jointly charged with Hall with the
murder of Hudson are three fellow of¬
ficers: Harry F. Sweet, sr.. W. <1. Dun-
le.ivy and J. H. Sullivan. When ar¬
raigned they elected separate trials,
if Hall is convicted action will be
taken against them. If the case ends
in acquittal their cases will be nolle
prossed.
These three men. Joe Williams, who

wis their chauffeur on the night of
the killing and who is now under In¬
dictment for the murder of his wife,
ar d one other were the only witnesses
present for the defense this morning.
NevenleMi WitncHNPN for Proirmtlon.
For the prosecution seventeen wit¬

nesses were sworn.
Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Rive and Delia

Racey are expected to prove the star
w.tnesses for the prosecution, since
they were occupants of a house only
.250 yards from the scene of the shoot¬
ing. Miss Racey is a sister of Sirs.
Blye. The latter appeared in court
this morning with an infant in arms
The case proceeded with such dis¬

patch that the opening statement of
both the prosecution and defense had
bren concluded before 11:30, and shortly
after which the first witness took the
stand.- He was H. Morrison, jr., a

j hotographer of Woodtsock. Va.. who
presented photographs showing the lay
of the land at the Vailev turnpike and
Tumbling Run bridge, where the shr-ot-
irig occurred. These photographs were
introduced with the purpose of inform¬
ing the jury exactly as to the details
of the neighborhood of the shooting.
In his opening statement Judte Tav¬

enner charged that the automobile in
which Hudson was a passenger was
"stopped without authority, apparent¬
ly, front the commonwealth of Vir¬
ginia." He declared that the men wPre
stopped under the idea that prohi¬
bition officers had a right to do so
believing that the car had liquor in
it. He said that Sliackleford was nil
acquaintance if not a former friend of
Hall. When they met. declared Judge
Tavenner. hut a few moments hud
clasped before Hall had shot Shackle-
ford twice. He then charged that Hall
had. after an interval, turned the gun
on Hudson.

DImcumsp* Defence's Point.
Speaking of one of the primary

points of the defense, he declared that
"they will show that Shackleford's
pistol had three emptv chambers in
it."
"But Hall was the first man to see

the pistol," he told the jury. "Why
were five shot3 fired, first two and
then three, after the car had come to
a stop?"

It is on this point that the prosecu¬
tion will fire one of its strongest legal
projectiles into the ranks of the de¬
fense. The Blye family has been called
to the stand especially to testily as to
the interval and number of shots fired.
The theory of the prosecution is thai
the defendant himself exploded the
cartridges in Shackleford's gun in an
effort to secure a basis for defense.
The prosecution painted a word pic¬

ture of the deceased man, describing
Shackleford as being a one-legged
man, "a crippl." and Hudsin as
out a boy of eighteen. The defense)
however, drew a darker picture or the
deceased. They claimed that Shackle-
ford was "a notorious bootlegger" and
that Hudson was a veritable young
giant standing six foot two inches in
spite of his eighteen years.

In charge of the prosecution are
Commonwealth's Attorney Thoma« H.
Lion of Prince William county and
Judge F. S. Tavenner of Woodstock.
Va. Counsel for the defense are Louis
O. Wendenberg. former state senator;
Walton & Walton of Manassas, and
Mecta & Didlake, also of Manassas.

D. S. R.
>

'COAL COMMISSION
CALLS ONTUIM
Program Expected to Be Out¬

lined at Meetings
During Week.

Members of the powtntesion namert
by President Wilson under the coal
strike settlement agreement to investi¬
gate wa^es and prices In the Wtuminoo."

j coal industry conferred with S«cretar\
Tumulty today at the White House,
The commission is expected to laylout a program for its work at me»*t
iners to be held during the day an«t

remainder of the week.
Members of the executive commf?

tee of th*> Bituminous Coal Operators
Association were in the city today,
and it w:is expected that the opera
tors Anally would tender their as- «

sistance to the commission in its

work, in spite of objections that hay.been made by the operators to tne jgovernment's plan.
Under the strike settlement a*r

jment with the miners, made by¦ At-

torney (General Palmer with 1 resid«*n
Wilson's authorisation, work has beer
:resumed at the mines, a 14 per cent
increase in wages has bcejri given tn- jminers and government-Axed pri« -

on coal of S2.35 per ton mine run a

th* mine have been retained. The com¬
mission is empowered to grant furt li. »

increases, if found necessary, and - /
increase h«- price of coal If that \<

necessary :«nd has been requested to
report a dec ision within sixty da>*.
The members of the commission ar

Henrv M. Robinson of Pasadena. * ant
chairman: Rembrandt P'»'% r.,,"rV,sent ing the operator*, and John y
White, representing the miner..
Secretary of Labor Wi ilson later

joined the conference. John O. Keegar
attache of the Departent of L-^'-rwho took part in the
the miners, accompanied air. wnsor
to the White House.

%

TRADE COMMISSION
STARTSHEWPROBE
The Question of Guarantee

Against Decline in Price
Being Investigated.

Of vital Interest to business through¬
out the United States and fondamen-
tally to the consumer Is a brand-new
investigation that has just been
started by the Federal Trade Cummin- I
sion into a growing business prac¬
tice against which extensive com¬
plaints have been filed.the question
of guarantee against decline In
price.

In about two months the Federal
Trade Commission expects to have a
big hearing at which all parties in¬
terested can participate.growers,
manufacturers, producers, wholesale
anU reta:l merchants. Jobbers and
consumers!. In the meantime the
commission has sent out many thou¬
sands of copies of a letter to *11
chambers of commerce and trade or¬
ganizations throughout the country,
to all trade journals, co-operative
buying as.ociations and national farm
organizations, asking for an expres¬
sion of opinion on this trade practice
of guaranteeing against decline In
price.
The Interest of the Federal Trade

Commission is for the consumer,
whose rights seem to be threatened,
according to some complaints, by the
fact thnt this practice leads to stop¬
page of tne natural flow of commod¬
ities in the channels of trade.

Two Method* lar«.
There are two ways In which the

prices are now guaranteed.one bythe manufacturer against any de¬
cline he may make In the prtoe. and
tiie other against a decline In the
market price. There is serious dou£lin the minds of the Federal Trade
Commission whether the same gen¬eral principle can be applied on per- [ishabie commodities as on staplegood.'.
As an illustration of how the com¬

plaints have come to the federalTrade Commission. One soap Jobbercomplained that a manufacturer haiirefused to guarantee the price againstdecline though it was common prac¬tice in tte trade. The manufacturer
admitted It, said It was the belief of
the jobber that this was his right, but
the manufacturer believed it "unjustl-liable merchandising." He argued that
when the title to the goods legally! passes he did not think that he should
be forced to assume the hazard of
the other fellow's business. Then h«
brought in the question which has
most deeply interested the commis-
sion. He said that he believed this

| practice leads to stoppage of the
natural flow of the commodities
through channels of trade. For ex
ample, if a man buys on a rising mar-
ket and is assured against any de¬
cline in price his natural avarice
leads him to hoard the goods on his
shelves until he can get the better ^price. The natural tendency of mer-
chandisinK is to keep goods moving
and to clear the shelves instead of
hoarding.

Wide Injustice Feareg.
The investigation In regard to the

practice in merchandising soap ani
several other commodities has con¬
vinced the commission that there may
exist a practice very harmful to busi¬
ness iind ..> the inlerests of the con¬
sumers Because this practice hat-
spread so widely through many lines
of goods. :ind it is impossible to maJi.
a particular investigation on each
oommodity. the commission decided
to make a bic general investigation
and bring to Washington for a pub
lie hearing directly before the commls
sion all parties at interest deoiring
to bo beard.

gThe purpose of the preliminary 1®*-"
ter is s> that the parties to the oon-
troversv may have in advance a gen¬
eral summary of the arguments for
or agp-inst the questioned trade prao
tice and be ready to answer then,
if possible.
The Federal Trade Commission is

an admlnirt'rative body which has ex¬
perts investigating the economic an.,

legal side of "forestalling following
complaints regarding
methods. Already complaints have
been issued in several Industries
against this practice, and the big
hearing is planned here to as
pose of the entire question In a com¬

prehensive way and to obviate in¬
terminable controversy.

ISCOlWlFEEIB "

PEACE TO POLISH REGIME
COPENHAGEN, December 2#..The

soviet government at Moscow has
sent a formal peace offer to> the
government by wireless. The jnessapi
denies that the bolshevikl are pre-
naring a new offensive against I o-

land with the aid of Chinese forces.

A soviet wirelcm message picked
up in London on December 26 con¬
tained an offer from M. Tchltcherin,
the bolshevik forergn minister, to
open peace negotiations with Poland
Immediately. The Polish government
was requested to name the time and
place for the negotiations to begin.
Geneva advices under date of De¬

cember 22 said that Leon Trotskj.
the soviet minister of war, was pre- .
paritu; for a great offensive against M
Poland next spring. Chinese troops. ¦,
recruited at the rate of 8,000 a day .
and trained In the soviet military
school, would aid the bolshevikl Uk
the campaign, the advice* declared


